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CHAIR’S REPORT  
 
This is my third year as Chair at the Bridge Centre and it still continues to thrive due 
to the commitment, hard work and dedication from staff, Nettie, Doug, Mark, Garry, 
Rowan and Joe along with all members of staff and volunteers from the Motorcycle, 
Music Projects, Film Friday Club and Outreach Workers.  I also thank the Supporters 
Group for their continued support.  
 

I would like to express my thanks to the Board namely Kath McGonigle, Sophia 
Spiewak, Dr Gary Galbraith.  Gordon Horsburgh continues to support the Board 
bringing his experience and background knowledge as a non-voting member.  
 

In the Spring of 2015 Kath McGonigle “celebrated” her 25 year anniversary of her 
Keep Fit class.   Kath is still fit for another 25 years and we expect her to continue....!  
The Board acknowledged this achievement by surprising her with Stobo Castle 

Vouchers where hopefully Kath could relax and chill!   
 

In August 2015 Sheena Richardson resigned from the Board due to family 
commitments and wanting to free up more time to enjoy the benefits of her 
retirement.  The Board wished her well for the future and was extremely grateful for 
all her support and dedication she has given to the Board over many years. 
 

I have pleasure in welcoming Garry Campbell, as a full-time Senior Motorcycle 
Project Worker, who joined the Bridge Centre in April 2015.  Garry has been involved 
with the Motorcycle Project for many years first joining as a member of the Club, to 
volunteering and part-time sessional worker. 
 

The Lamp of Lothian Trust has once again been generous to the Bridge Centre in 
particular the donation of a new oven for the Cafe Bar area.  Jamie Crichton is very 
pro-active around the complex and the Board expresses their gratitude to him for all 
his help and hard work.   
 

The Poldrate Mill & the Bridge Centre held an Open Day on Saturday 9th May 2015.  
The Haddington Pipe Band attended and played in the Courtyard to members of the 
public present.  Many groups from the Bridge and the Poldrate set up stalls and 
workshops to display the activities they offer.  The day was a great success and 
thanks to all involved. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 

The Bridge Centre hosted a Lego Therapy Playscheme which was a great success.  
The Playscheme generated a lot of interest.  Due to this being a success more  
Playscheme activities are hoped for the future. 
 
A new Mercedes Minibus was purchased in November 2015.  The Company 
upgraded the vehicle to the specifications requested by the Motorcycle Project e.g. 
seats, compartments etc.  The colour of the new minibus is white.  The Lamp of 
Lothian Trust very kindly donated a large sum of money towards this purchase which 
allowed the Bridge Centre to acquire a better vehicle than first anticipated.  Once 
again our thanks go to the Lamp of Lothian Trust. 
 
 
The Film Friday Club organised a Fundraising Marathon for both Junior and Senior 
members.  This was extremely success and along with donations received from the 
Community Council, Haddington Games Club, U3A Opera and Tumble Tots which 
allowed us to purchase a new projector. 
 

It has once again been a busy year for the Bridge Centre and it continues to thrive. 
 
 
 
Jacqui Aitken 
Chair 
Board of Directors 
 



  

 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT OFFICER’S REPORT 
 
Last year it was reported that the Centre was experiencing a high demand for 
volunteering opportunities from young people.  Again the demand has remained 
constant during the past 12 months. 
 
 
Bridge Centre Staff were recognised for their 
endeavours in supporting young people with 
volunteering opportunities in the local community at 
the Saltire Awards ceremony, which took place in 
March of this year. 
 
 
Eilidh McLuckie accepted a trophy on behalf of the 
Centre. 
 
 
In addition to this wonderful accolade, a number of 
our young volunteers have been fortunate to find 
part-time jobs, due in part to the experiences and 
skills gained whilst volunteering at the Bridge 
Centre. 
 
 
 
I’m delighted to welcome Gary Hollingsworth to the Bridge Centre Staff Team.  Gary 
has been involved with the Centre since he started at secondary school.  He was a 
regular at the Music Project for many years, playing drums in numerous bands.  
Gary has volunteered at the Centre since he left school, supporting Staff at 
numerous events.  He now takes over drum tuition from Mike Foy, who has moved 
on after 6 years of providing drum tuition.  We all wish Mike well. 
 
Early years work now forms the bulk of activities that take place at the Centre on 
weekday mornings.  We now have 5 organisations providing opportunities for 
parents and pre-school children during school term time.  Representatives from 
these organisations now sit on ‘Support from the Start’, the umbrella body that 
supports and co-ordinates pre-school work in the Haddington school cluster area, to 
ensure that children have the best start in life and are school ready. 
 
Support from the Start ‘showcases’ the wide variety of work that takes place in and 
around Haddington, and has staged 3 public events during the course of the past 
year in Neilson Park and at Haddington Town House.  Hundreds of parents and 
children attend these events, and the Bridge Centre is now viewed as a Centre for 
early years work. 
 
Earlier this year Myra Galloway retired as Head of Service for East Lothian Council 
Community Learning and Development Services after 30+ years of working in the 
field. 
 



  

 

Myra was always very supportive of the work that happens at the Bridge Centre, and 
understood the importance of the Bridge Centre to the local Community, and in 
particular to the thousands of young people who have benefited from the services it 
continues to provide.  We all wish her well in her retirement. 
 
 
 
Doug Haig 
Community Development Officer 
East Lothian Council  
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Introduction  
 
During 2015/16 we have continued to run our three youth clubs, Thursday Drop-In 
(for S3+ aged young people), Film Friday (S1-S4 aged young people) and Junior 
Film Friday (P6/7 aged young people).  
 

Attendance 
 
Thursday Drop-In  
Attendance at Thursday Drop-In began rather poorly with an average of 5/6 young 
people attending, however, this group continued to attend regularly and enjoyed the 
activities on offer over the course of the year.  After the Easter holidays the numbers 
started to increase bringing the average up to 11 young people attending in the 
summer term.  It is interesting to note that this is the opposite to previous years 
where after Easter attendance drops due to lighter nights, better weather and exams.  
 
Film Friday  
Attendance at Film Friday remained steady over the course of the year with an 
average of 12 young people attending to watch a variety of films.  
 
Junior Film Friday  
Attendance at Junior Film Friday also remained good with an average of 23 young 
people attending to watch a number of films.  Junior Film Friday has been very 
popular with the current P7 year group, who will move on to the senior group next 
session.  
 
Healthy Respect 
While the drop in continued to give the opportunity for young people to access a 
confidential service on a range for health issues from April 2015 to June 2015 the 
numbers of young people accessing the service decreased. 
 
At the beginning of the new academic year assemblies were held within Knox 
Academy combined with increased publicity to raise pupil awareness of the health 
drop in and the associated youth night with the aim of increasing numbers attending. 
Sadly, the numbers continued to decrease with an average of 2-3 young people 
accessing the drop in monthly. 
 
Following discussion/visit to Knox Academy the Head Teacher is supportive of a 
health drop in within the school.  Further discussions are progressing with the Head 
Teacher and the School Nurse Team Leader for a health drop in within the school.  It 
is hoped that this will commence within the first term of the new academic year. 
 
I would like to give thanks to the support of Doug Haig (Manager), Eilidh McLuckie 
and Garry Campbell (Youth Workers) and all the staff and trustees at The Bridge 
Centre.  
 

  



  

 

Activities  
 
Thursday Drop-In 
Activities at Thursday Drop-In vary widely.  This year 
we have done lots of baking – fairy cakes, pizza, 
cookies, flapjacks, muffins and bread.  We held our 
own burns supper, the staff made haggis, neeps and 
tatties for the young people and we all sat together 
ate and talked about burns poems that we knew.  
 
We have also had some crafting sessions including 
decorating the Bridge Centre for Christmas.  Other 
activities have included movie nights, Bridge Centre 
Motorcycle Project visit, and music sessions in 
addition to our weekly pool table, table tennis and 
chill and chat facilities.  Young people very much 
enjoy the semi-structured nature of the Drop-In and 
are happy to opt in and out of any activities 
available.  
 
 
Film Friday  
This year at Film Friday we have watched a wide range of films – new release action 
films, educational films such as Suffragette and The Imitation Game, comedies and 
older films.  Young people enjoy the variety of films on offer and regularly make 
suggestions of films they would like to watch.  
 
 
Junior Film Friday 
At Junior Film Friday we have also watched a variety of films. They younger group 
prefer newly released films but have also enjoyed Back to the Future and other films 
that were not newly released.  
 
 

 
 
At Junior Film Friday we embrace the 
young people’s interest in other 
activities outwith watching films – we 
have had a games evening playing 
some active games in the hall, rubix 
cubes, card tricks, chill and chat and 
active play outside in the courtyard for 
those would prefer not to watch the 
film showing each evening.  
 
 
 

 

  



  

 

Saltire Awards  
 
In March 2016 a group of our volunteers who attended every fortnight to help at 
Junior Film Friday were awarded with Saltire Awards Certificates at the awards 
ceremony in the Corn Exchange.  This was a brilliant event to recognise the fantastic 
work young people are doing through volunteering in East Lothian. 
 
I was very proud to see our volunteers receive their 100 hour, 50 hour and 25 hour 
certificates.  They are a fantastic help at Junior Film Friday and thoroughly deserve 
the recognition!  
 
 

Fundraising  
 
During the year our projector unfortunately was broken; however, the young people 
and Youth Worker Eilidh McLuckie had a brainstorming session and came up with 
ideas to help raise funds towards purchasing a new projector.  
 
The most popular ideas that came 
out of the session were an all 
night movie marathon and a bake 
sale.  These were both organised 
very quickly by the Bridge Centre 
and we held our Movie Marathon 
during the Easter holiday.  There 
was a 2 hour double header for 
the Junior Film Friday and an all 
night session for the Film Friday 
group.  Both were fantastically 
supported and raised £220.95.  
The young people enjoyed it so 
much they have requested 
another!  
 
Our bake sale at Haddington Rugby Club Annual 7s tournament was a massive 
success and raised £166.64.  For this the young people, youth workers and other 
staff baked a huge variety of home baking for us to sell on the stall.  There were 
several baking sessions during Thursday Drop-In and Film Friday to help fill our stall 
with delicious cakes and bakes.  Our amazing volunteers also helped on the stall 
during the day.  
 
We were very fortunate to receive donations towards our new projector from 
Haddington Community Council (£400), Haddington Games Club (£100), the U3A 
opera group (£66), Tumble Tots (£50) and Pix in the Sticks (£100). We are extremely 
grateful for their generous donations!  
 
 

  



  

 

Moving Forward  
 

At Junior Film Friday it has been noted that there is a need for a youth club to be 
available for young people in S1 and S2. This has been picked up as a result of the 
young people attending Junior Film Friday showing an eagerness to have 
somewhere to socialise with their friends while also doing fun activities, it is hoped 
that we can move this forward and facilitate a youth club tailored to their age group 
one night during the week.  
 

Thursday Drop-In showed an increase in numbers towards the end of the summer 
term and it is hoped that this will continue into next session.  
 

It is expected that Film Friday will continue with good numbers and a wide variety of 
films, many of the young people attending Junior Film Friday will move up to Film 
Friday meaning there will hopefully be an increase in numbers.  
 

Junior Film Friday will need some advertising to gather a new group of young people 
to attend as most of the current group are P7 and moving up to S1.  We will continue 
to watch a variety of films and provide a safe, happy place for young people to 
attend.     
 

 
 

 
 

 
Eilidh McLuckie 
Youth Development Worker 
bridgecentreyouthnights@gmail.com  
  

mailto:bridgecentreyouthnights@gmail.com


  

 

 
 
 

 
Classes have run successfully as usual but we still need to expand in numbers and 
are always looking to enrol new pupils. 
 
RAD exams had to be held elsewhere this session but still saw us achieve excellent 
results for our Vocational Intermediate students. 
 
 
 
 
 
We were invited to perform 
at the Saltire Awards in the 
Corn Exchange, Haddington 
the performance went down 
well and was well received. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The Church Hill Theatre once 
again hosted our Annual 
Show, where fun & excitement 
were definitely in abundance. 
A great time had by all. 

 
 

 
 
 

Many thanks to the Bridge Centre and all Centre Staff. 

 
Andrea 

 
  



  

 

HADDINGTON GAMES CLUB 
 
The HGC is a club for people aged between nine years old to a googleplex.  We 
meet at the Bridge Centre Haddington on Wednesday nights between 18.45hrs and 
21.15hrs. 
 
We have a large range of games on offer examples of which are; Warhammer 40K, 
Firestorm Armada, Dystopian Wars Fleet battles, board games, RPGs and old 
favourites like chess. 
 
There is also a large trading card section that plays Yu-Gi-Ho, Vanguard and 
Pokemon among others. 
 
Tournaments and campaigns are organised frequently with prizes awarded to the 
winners. 
 
We are a disparate, friendly group of people which includes Tradespeople, Police 
Officers, University Lecturers, Job Seekers, College/School Students and retired 
people with beards :). 
 
We are as close to a traditional games club as is possible in these days of Mobile 
Phones, Tablets and laptops.  Electronic devices can be used to keep score if 
needed, but NO electronic games are allowed at the club. 
 
We are not exactly Luddites, we just want to foster an environment for people to 
interact socially with each other, face to face, a rare thing in these modern times. 
 
Our Membership is currently between 25 and 30 members.  The club is run by a 
committee voted in yearly. 
 
Dr Gary Galbraith 
Chairman 
 

 
THE HADDINGTON BRIDGE CENTRE KEEP FIT CLASSES 
 
Where has the last year gone?  It’s hard to believe another year has flown by and 
we’re at the annual report time again. 
 
I have now been taking the keep fit classes for a whopping 26 years ….. .  I’ll keep 
going as long as I am fit enough, enjoy it and I get people daft enough to come and 
join me!  You know who you are! 
 
After the summer break in August 2015 we did mini circuit training again.  It proved 
to be very popular as usual.  Due to my other work commitments I couldn’t afford the 
setting up time to do the circuit training for any length of time which is a shame.  One 
day!  That day is now here and I retired from East Lothian Council at the end of 
January 2016 but still can’t find the time to do any more circuits!  C’est la vie!  
 



  

 

In October we went back to doing interval training which everyone seemed to enjoy.  
This is: a minute of aerobic followed by a minute of toning for about 25 mins, 
followed by floor work. We also add in chair exercises which are NOT as easy as 
you think!  Doing it this way gives everyone a good all round exercise routine.  
 
When we came back in the new year the class numbers were excellent and, in fact, 
the Tuesday class was full.  However since Easter the numbers in both classes have 
slowly reduced, which seems to be the normal pattern every year. I still have my 
regulars who only miss when it can’t be avoided.  Well done to all of them! 
 

 

 
Above – some of my Tuesday ladies taken in 
January 2016 – Hands up ladies and smile for 

the camera! 

Guess who?  Just before I start nagging 
them! 

 
We now only have one wee one in the crèche on a Tuesday morning looked after by 
Jenny.  
 
We went for our annual night out in March, as usual.  This year we went to the Jo’s 
Kitchen in Haddington and great fun was had by all.   The food and company was 
spot on 
 
Here are a few photos from our night out.  See if you can recognise anyone!   
 

  
Taken at one end of the table 

…………………………. 
………. and now at the other end of the table! 

Cheers girls! 



  

 

   
I’d like to say a big thank you to our long-standing crèche worker Jenny who loves 
looking after our ‘babies’…. well it’s our grandbabies now! 
 
A big thank you to all the staff who keep everything ship shape and also a big thank 
you to Joe who keeps the garden beautiful.   
 
Thanks must also go to Nettie who sorts out our Admin for us.  We enjoy a wee 
blether too! 
 

Finally thanks to Doug who is still smiling!!!!        
 
That’s all for this year folks.   
 
Until next time! 
 
Your Fitness Guru  
Kath 
 
 

MOTHERS & OTHERS BABY AND TODDLER STAY & PLAY GROUP 
Run by the Haddington Childminding Group 
 
The group runs every Wednesday morning in the Alistair Grant Hall between 9:30am 
and 11am during term time.  We welcome children from birth to 5 years old and their 
carer/s, whether they be their parent, grandparent, etc.  The hall has wheelchair 
access and toilets within it.  As the group is run on a drop-in basis our numbers vary 
each week but we usually have between 8 and 16 children, which is a lovely group 
size for both the adults and the children to get to know each other. 
 
We charge £2.50 per adult per session to allow the group to be inclusive to all.  This 
pays for arts and crafts equipment, the room fees and refreshments (we usually have 
home-baking, biscuits and dried fruit as snacks, along with tea, coffee and 
juice/water).  
 
The children in our setting enjoy the use of the hall immensely.  The freedom of 
being able to socialise in a larger group is further enhanced by the warm, friendly 
atmosphere experienced at the Bridge Centre.  A lot of the children who come with 
their parent/carer are not yet at nursery and being able to socialise with each other in 
a large group is a great stepping stone to their continued development, enabling 
them to make the transition to a playgroup or nursery setting. 
 
It also offers the chance for their carers to socialise with each other, being a place for 
them to come to where they can meet friends and get to know new people in the 
community. 
The children are able to take part in indoor physical activities that their parents may 
not be able to accommodate in their homes, enhancing their gross motor skills. 
 
As well as free play with traditional toys, we provide the children with open ended 
resources such as cardboard boxes, bubble wrap, tubes, treasure baskets, etc to 
encourage more imaginative and cooperative play 



  

 

The Bridge Centre has provided us with extra storage to be able to store all of our 
equipment and resources, which we have greatly appreciated.  Alongside the free 
play, we offer a different specific activity at each session for the children to take part 
in with their carer if they wish 
 
Particularly successful sessions have included mud play; seed planting; sensory play 
with scented play-dough; fun with crazy foam; themed seasonal craft activities; etc.  
We have recently purchased a water table which the children have enjoyed using for 
mixing potions as well as different types of water play. 
 
We welcome suggestions for activities from carers and children alike and are looking 
forward to future suggested activities such as water play with guttering; bubble wrap 
painting and many more.   
 
We also enjoy celebrating various seasonal festivities throughout the year.  The 
children love dressing up for these parties and are always particularly excited to 
receive a visit from Santa during our Christmas one. We have also been lucky to be 
visited by Basil the African Grey Parrot, who has been back several times due to 
popular demand by the children.  His owner, Joe is always happy to oblige and to 
inform the children about African Grey Parrots.  
 
Mothers and Others are also very much involved in community events surrounding 
play at the Pavilion in Neilson Park.  We have participated at community play events 
such as International Mud Day, Pop-Up Play and National Play Day over the past 
few years, organising and volunteering at our own play stations alongside other 
child/play centred organisations, and are happy to continue doing so in the near 
future. 
 
More information about our weekly sessions and the various play events in the park 
can be found on our Facebook page. 
 
         

OUTREACH YOUTH WORK 
 
From April 2015 to June 2016 Haddington’s Youth Outreach Workers (over the 39 
Friday nights we were out) saw 1174 young people on the streets of Haddington of 
which 690 were male and 484 were female.  Of the 1174 young people we saw we 
engaged with 1002 of which 576 were male and 426 were female.  The number of 
young people we see fluctuates from week to week. 
 
The main areas we tend to see young people congregate in and around are the 
Neilson Park/Pavilion, the air vents behind the Aubigny Sports Centre (especially on 
colder evenings), Knox Academy playing fields, the old shop at Riverside Drive, The 
High Street, Market Street, behind TESCO and more recently at the new skatepark, 
3G pitches and adjacent woods. 
 
Whilst engaging with young people some of the most frequent topics for discussion 
remain the same i.e. smoking, drugs, psychoactive substances (legal highs), Police 
and the law, friends, family, alcohol, school, sexual health, local youth activities, 
Community Wardens, further education and employment.  
 



  

 

Many of the young people that we engage with choose not to make use of 
mainstream youth facilities and do not have the opportunity to connect with adults 
who have an understanding of youth issues and available services.  We are able to 
provide support and guidance and point young people in the right direction towards 
the appropriate agencies/information where they can access further advice and 
support.  
 
This can range from providing leaflets, websites and telephone numbers for such 
services as the Healthy Respect Drop-in, LGBT, Childline, Social Services, East 
Lothian Works and housing services among others. 
 
We also provide information on topics such as alcohol, drugs, smoking, sexual 
health, psychoactive substances (legal highs) and personal safety.   Some young 
people we engage with were not seeking advice in which case we were always able 
to provide an empathetic ear (which they may not find at home).  
 
We continue to signpost existing local youth provision such as the Film Club, Jericho 
Café, Thursday night youth club, football training, rugby training, the boxing club, 
swimming club, Rainbows, Brownies, Cubs, Scouts, etc to young people. 
 
During this period we have continued to work with young people in order to deter 
anti-social behaviour.   Areas where anti-social behaviour occurs are flagged up as 
“hotspots” (problematic areas) and recorded as they occur. We pass on hotspots 
which we have identified through our reports and these in turn are shared with other 
relevant agencies.  We regularly visit identified hotspots as part of our planned route 
on a Friday night. 
 
We use our report to pass on any areas of concern an example of this was when we 
received information that the old shop at Riverside Drive had been broken into and 
used as a local hangout.  Because access had been gained through the roof (with no 
other means of exit) we had concerns around health and safety as there would have 
been no means of escape if a fire were to break out. 
 
Some of the ways we tackle anti-social behaviour are by discussing inappropriate 
behaviours and actions with young people. This could be talking about the effects 
their actions have on others or the possible consequences they may face as a result 
of their actions.  
 
A recent example of preventing anti-social behaviour was when we came across a 
large group who had been congregating to witness a fight which had been planned 
through social media.  We broke up the group and moved the young people on.  
 
A recent and very welcome addition to the places we visit on a Friday night is the 
brand new Skatepark at Whittinghame Drive.  The area has become a magnet for 
young people of various ages both local and from further afield. 
 
This facility is used appropriately by the vast majority of young people.  Unfortunately 
there have been some instances of anti-social behaviour in the surrounding area 
such as consuming alcohol and smoking cannabis in the adjacent woods and some 
altercations with users of the 3G facilities.  Because large numbers of young people 



  

 

who use this facility it has been beneficial to our work as we are able to engage with 
many more individuals than we did previously. 
 
This year the most notable change is the reduction in age of individuals we are 
engaging with.  Most of the groups who are hanging around are of school age (both 
primary and secondary) and the vast majority are from Haddington with a few 
individuals from Dunbar, East Linton and North Berwick. 
 
Overall the number of young people that we have engaged with remains high and we 
continue to provide young people with information, support and guidance. 
 
Our continued presence on the street and constructive interaction with young people 
is an active deterrent against anti-social behaviour. 

 
Collin Glass & Michele Mitchell 
Youth Workers  



  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

R E I C H 
THE 

O J 
 
Another year has whizzed by at The 
Jericho and what fun we have all 
had.  We operate Saturday nights 
term time and welcome 12-16 year 
olds into a safe environment and 
away from the streets.  This year we 
have seen approx. 75 youngsters 
come and have fun. 
 
We have a team of 6 volunteers 
working every Saturday evening and 
this year we welcomed on board two 
younger volunteers who had 
attended The Jericho whilst still in 
school, but wanted to come after 
finishing school and give something 
back and volunteer.  It is great 
having them as part of the team. The 
Jericho is like a big happy family 
enjoying fun together. 
 
The fun includes pool, table tennis, 
Xbox, play station, giant Jenga, 
curling, table games and a craft or 
cooking activity. 
 
We are very grateful to ELC for their 
funding which enables youngsters to 
attend for free. 
 
More details can be found at 
www.fridayfriends.org.uk 
 

 

http://www.fridayfriends.org.uk/


  

 

U3A 
 
U3A East Lothian U3A (ELU3A) is a charitable organisation whose purpose is to 
advance the education of retired people in the East Lothian area.   Our AGM was 
held on the 15 June 2016 at The Town House, Haddington.  ELU3A is a member of 
the Third Age Trust which provides support and advice on the aims and principles of 
the U3A movement to local U3A groups.   We are also a member of the U3A in 
Scotland (UiS) which exists to facilitate and provide opportunities for U3A'S in 
Scotland to come together for conferences and study days and to encourage the 
formation of new U3A's in Scotland.  Tony Reeves and Peter Cleat have represented 
ELU3A at UiS meetings held throughout the year.  
 
ELU3A has 44 study and interest groups which meet regularly, including such 
diverse subjects as science, dancing, languages, gardening and music to mention 
but a few.  It is the number and variety of groups offered that are the main attraction 
and heart of the organisation.  
 
Many of the groups e.g., Recorder, Gardening, Opera, Science, History & 
Archaeology, Folk Music, Philosophy, Psychology, Geology, Italian, Tai Chi, Apple 
Mac Users and Ceilidh Dancing use the excellent facilities provided by the Bridge 
Centre.  New groups started since the last AGM are Beginners Italian and Board and 
Card Games.  Membership numbers have remained steady at around 651. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

U3A Ceilidh Dancing Group at Alistair Grant Hall 
The Bridge Centre 

 
ELU3A had 4 interesting and varied open lectures during 2015/16 and attendance at 
the lectures was excellent.  Topics covered were - Jenny Revolta on IPADS in 
Education, Professor Maria Chester on the Sacred Valley of the Incas, John Hunt 
from the Seabird Centre speaking on the Forth Estuary and Mairi O’Keefe from 
Leuchie House.   After our AGM in June 2015 was followed by entertainment 
showcasing our own Folk Music and Ceilidh Dancing Groups. 
 



  

 

In March of this year we hosted one of the two annual All Scotland Meetings for the 
UiS.   It was a hugely successful event held at The Town House and was the first All 
Scotland Meeting that had ever been oversubscribed. 
 
We held two coffee mornings during 2015/16 for Members to meet and perhaps 
exchange ideas, take a look at our display boards and talk to the Committee 
Members whilst enjoying free coffee and delicious homemade cake.   Non-Members 
are also welcome and we take the opportunity to promote the U3A and attract new 
Members. 
 
ELU3A attended a Living Well event organised by East Lothian Council at Tranent  
in October.   This was similar to the Life after Work event held in the preceding year.  
Such events provide us with a forum for promoting the U3A.  
 
The Bridge Centre in Haddington, continues to be the most used facility by U3A 
Groups.  We, in East Lothian, are very fortunate to have such an excellent facility. 
 
We were approached by The Lamp of Lothian Trust this year, in association with 
East Lothian Council, for help in providing mentors who could assist pupils at Knox 
Academy, Haddington, who would benefit from some assistance with reading.   We 
were selected because of the ages of our membership.  
We are delighted to report that to date 20 members are taking part in a paired 
reading scheme at Knox Academy. 
 
Please visit our website at www.eastlotheastlothianu3a.org.UK  

 
 
  

http://www.eastlotheastlothianu3a.org.uk/


  

 

Mrs Dotty Duck and her husband Mr Derek Duck came back to the Bridge Centre 
again this year to raise their family.  The eggs hatched on the 31st May and they 
achieved raising 7 young ducklings who we watched under their Mum’s supervision 
jump into the river by the Mill Wheel.    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you would like to come and visit the Bridge Centre to find out more about the 
diverse range of activities and services that we provide please contact: 
 
Annette Sadler 
Senior Business Support Assistant  
Telephone No: 01620 823 137 
E-mail:  bridgecentre68@gmail.com  

mailto:bridgecentre68@gmail.com


  

 

BRIDGE CENTRE STAFF, BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
AND SUPPORTERS’ GROUP  

 
Board of Directors 
 
Jacqui Aitken    Chair 
 
Kath McGonigle   Secretary 
 
Sophia Spiewak   Treasurer  
 
Dr Gary Galbraith   Director 
 
Gordon Horsburgh    (Non Voting Member) 
 
 
 
 
Supporters’ Group 
 
Jamie Crichton (General Manager, Lamp of Lothian Trust) 

Fiona Anderson   

Paula Baillie 

Charles Bell 

Eva Bell 

Janet Brent 

Tom Brown 

Aileen Doctor 

Judith Dunkerley 

Anne Frost 

Dr Julian Goodwin 

Irene Hopkins 

Jo Letelier-Lobos 

Wendy Lund 

Silvia Maccagnano 

Andrea Mannion 

Kenny Stein 

Susie Winter 



  

 

STAFF TEAM 
 
Community Development Officer/Centre Manager 
Doug Haig 
 
Senior Business Support Assistant 
Nettie Sadler  
 
Community Development Attendant 
Mark Brunton 
 
Caretaker 
Joe Cockburn 
 
Senior Motorcycle Project Development Workers 
Garry Campbell /Rowan Mitchell 
 
Motorcycle Project Worker (Part-Time) 
Chris Cockburn, Joe Cockburn 
 
Music Project Development Workers (Part-Time) 
Chris Aien, Mark Brunton, Mike Foy, Andrew Moncrieff, Liam Morrison 
 
Bridge Youth Worker 
Eilidh McLuckie 
 
Creche Worker 
Jenny Arnold 
 
Outreach Workers 
Collin Glass, Michele Mitchell 
 
Volunteers 
Garry Hollingsworth 
Tonya Moncrieff 
Neil Reynolds 
David Ryan 
Graham Samuel 
 
 
 

 



  

 

 

Acknowledgement and thanks to the following for their ongoing support 
 
Creative Scotland 
 
East Lothian Council 
 
East Lothian Works 
 
Edinburgh College 
 
East Lothian Strategic Music Partnership 
 
Haddington Music Initiative 
 
The Lamp of Lothian Trust 
 
Poldrate Arts & Crafts 
 
STRiVE (Saltire Awards) 

 
 
 
FURTHER INFORMATION 
 
Further information on the Bridge Centre is available on request from: 
 
     Doug Haig - Community Development Officer /  
     Annette (Nettie) Sadler - Senior Business Support Assistant 

     The Haddington Bridge Centre Ltd 
     Alistair Grant Building  
     11 Poldrate 
     Haddington EH41 4DA 
 
     Telephone No : 01620 823137 
     E-mail : bridgecentre68@gmail.com 
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